RESULTS

Morphological characteristics of"BRACCO ITALIANO"dog
-Differences between females and males for morphological measurements.
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Body measures were taken from 121 adult (mean age 4.09±2.64 years) Bracco Italiano dogs (65 males and 56 females). For each animal the following biometrical measurements were considered: withers height, chest height, length of the rump (RL), iliac width of rump, chest and cannon circumference. The ratio chest/cannon circumference was calculated, as index of body compactness. The proportion rump length-withers height (RLWH) was also calculated. ANOVA was used to test the differences between males and females for morphological measurements (sex as fixed factor and age at measurement as covariate). Sexual dimorphism was evident and generally the measures coincided with what reported in the standard, except for the length of the rump, which was around ¼ of the withers height instead of the value of ⅓ required in the standard.
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